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The Tangle Resistant Leash 

By Brian Diehl 

Traditionally birds are tethered to a perched with the use of a leash and 

swivel attached to the birds jesses. The other end of the leash is then attached to a 

perch with the use of the falconer’s knot. An alternative tethering method is to use 

a bungee cord and a coast-lock swivel.  

This method was published several years ago in one of the NAFA’s Hawk 

Chalk issues. I have been using them for several years now and I am very 

impressed with the performance. The stiffness of them helps to prevent the bird 

from getting tangled. The following instructions are presented for your 

consideration.  

Tangle Resistant Leash Installation 

Materials: 

o One - 3/8 inch (1/4 inch for smaller birds) diameter bungee cord  

o Length should be appropriate for your perching facilities as to not 

permit the bird to be able to touch any wall or structure beyond the 

perch. 

o Twelve - cable ties, 6 inches / 30 lbs strength 

o Two - ¾ inch diameter, 4 inches long, polyolefin heat shrink tubing 

o One - Large coast-lock swivel 
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1. Loop bungee cord around the tie off ring creating a four-inch overlap and 

secure the overlap with six cable ties. Remove excess cable tie ends with wire 

cutters and file/sand any sharp edges. 

 

2. Slide shrink tubing over the overlapping end. Center the shrink tubing so that 

it will close over and encapsulating the cut end of the bungee cord. 

 

3. Using a heat gun or other heating device, apply heat to the shrink tubing 

causing it to form around the overlapping end.  

 

4. Repeat the process to secure the other end of the bungee cord to the coast-

lock swivel. 

 


